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New Water 
Tower

Built in 1978 to replace the 
aging water tower, it recently 
had its original stand pipe 
replaced.  

At 300,000 gallons, water for the 
city flows from the tank daily.  
The water plant replenishes that 
water daily.  

Water towers serve as an 
identification sign for 
communities.  Seen for miles, 
they are often the tallest 
structure in town.  Springfield is 
unique in that it has not one, 
not two, but three water towers 
dotting the horizon.  Along with 
the two city towers, the 
Department of Corrections 
erected a water tower to 
provide sufficient pressure and 
reserve water for the Mike 
Durfee State Prison.  The city 
water plant also provides water 
for that tower.
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Old Water Tower
Approved in 1914 to provide 
water to the fire 
department this 50,000 
gallon water tower has seen 
a lot of history in its 109 
years. In order to build the 
tower the city needed a few 
extra feet on the adjoining 
lot so they paid the owner, 
B.T. French, the sum of $1 
for the rent of 3 feet of his 
property for as long this 
tower stands.   In todays 
worth, that $1 Would be 
about $30. In 1915, that $1 
could buy three dozen eggs 

Resolution of the City Council from December 2, 2014 

authorizing the agreement with B.T. French.

Water tower and old fire hall, circa 
1960

Old fire hall before 
water tower was 

constructed
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Views of Springfield from the 
Water Tower in 1916

What tales 
this old tank 

could tell!  

Do you 
recognize 

Springfield 
as it was 
107 years 

ago.
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The first artesian 
well in 

Springfield was 
located here

Merry Christmas 
Springfield!  Twenty years 
after Ogden Marsh platted 
what became the town of 
Springfield the community 
needed a consistent supply 

of fresh water.  

Ever since hitting water 
here in 1890 this part of 
Springfield has provided 

drinking water in one form 
or another.  

In 1966 the current water 
treatment plant was 
constructed.  Using a 

chemical process, Missouri 
River water was pumped up 

the hill to be treated and 
sent to homes and 

business, replacing the very 
hard artesian water used 

nearly 80 years.

Today, a new water 
treatment plant is under 

construction to replace the 
aging facility.  Using Reverse 

Osmosis technology, the 
new plant will not use 

chemicals to purify the river 
water that will come from 
the two new intake lines 
located at the bottom of 

the hill.  
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Swimming Pool
In the late 1960’s a group of local residents formed Springfield Swimming Pool, Inc. with 
the goal of building a new, modern swimming pool for the community to enjoy.  On July 

2nd in 1971 that goal came was met when this swimming pool was turned over to the 
City of Springfield and formally opened.  While the lifeguard pay has gone up 

significantly, the annual family pool pass has remained within the reach for all members 
of the community.  Not conceived as a money making venture, the Springfield swimming 

pool is a vital and important part of our summers and our quality of life. 

Today a liner is being installed to assist in sealing the pool and its fifty year old cement.  

Still the same – it must be 
70 degrees for the pool to 

open for swimmers
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Terrace Park
Over looking the Missouri 
River, this park has been a 

part of Springfield since the 
very early days.  In the 

1930’s the Civilian 
Conservation Corp. built a 
bridge in the wooded area 
at the bottom of the park 

(remnants can still be seen 
today).  Home to the 

swimming pool thanks to 
an artesian well, it was a 

focal point of summer 
activities.  The water was 
hard and swim suits rarely 

made it the whole year.  
Today the last artesian well 
in Springfield refuses to be 
capped, sending hundreds 
of gallons of water down 

the hill daily.

In 2015 the Springfield 
Veterans Memorial was 

constructed here.  
Overlooking the Missouri 

River, the memorial is 
recognized as one of the 

most beautiful and elegant 
of its kind.  The names 

engraved on the wall are 
those who whose 

uniformed service is 
connected to Springfield.  

Many of those listed served 
in units of the South Dakota 
Army National Guard based 
in Springfield from 1956 to 

1994.

(above) The artesian water fed swimming pool was 
located in the northwest corner near the artesian 

well.  The pool closed in the mid-1960’s, well before 
the current facility at College Memorial Park opened.

(below) The Springfield Veterans Memorial on a 
winter day.
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College 
Memorial Park
Before South Dakota was a state Springfield had been selected as the location for a teachers 
school.  Established in Territorial Law in 1881 as Southern State Normal School (The term 
“normal school” is based on the French école normale, a sixteenth-century model school with 
model classrooms where model teaching practices were taught to teacher candidates) the 
school was not built until 1896.  

While the name may have changed in its nearly one-hundred year history, what has not 
changed is it effect and influence on current and former residents of Springfield and Bon 
Homme County.  Generations of school teachers were trained at the school along with 
carpenters, mechanics, and welders.  

Today, Mike Durfee State Prison sits on the grounds donated by John Burbank, former 
governor of Dakota Territory.  While a significantly different population, education in the 
trades continues as the prison, named for one of the college’s most prolific wrestlers, Mike 
Durfee, who was inducted into the South Dakota Sports Hall of Fame in 2008.  

Renamed College Memorial Park, for generations this area was known as West Side Park.  
Much of what you see today was built in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s as the swimming 
pool became a hub of summer activity for the community.

To learn more about the college, visit the Springfield College Museum operated by the Friends 
of Pointer.  
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Monfore house
Built in 1912 in the Colonial Revival Style, the Peter and Minnie Monfore 
house is Springfield’s lone entry into the National Register of Historic 
Places.

Peter Griswold Monfore built on land acquired by the Monfore family in 
1872 – Peter’s mother Diana Howland Monfore held the original deed 
when he took possession of the property. 

Peter was born in Iowa in 1871.  The family moved to the Springfield area 
in 1872.  

Peter was a prominent Springfield businessman.  Partnering with J.C. Young 
in the 1890’s they built a two story building on the corner of Chestnut and 
8th street, selling furniture and other wares.  Peter was one of the first 
licensed embalmers in Bon Homme County.  In 1986 he married Minnie 
May Flowers.  

Peter died in 1950 and Minnie in 1965.  Peter’s grandson, Peter Howland 
Monfore was killed in the Korean War at the Battle of Heartbreak Ridge on 
September 19, 1951.  

Entered onto the historic roles in 2002
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Main Street/Grocery Store
John L. (J.L.) Turner was an original resident of Springfield, having moved to the new 
town from Genesco, NY in 1870. He immediately opened a general store at this 
residence.  This building, located at 6th Street between Elm and Walnut burned 
down.  He then constructed at the corner of 8th and Main (now College) Streets.  For 
a time this was the largest mercantile business in South Dakota.  In 1896 J.L.’s son 
John W. entered into business with his father.  In the April of 1913 the store burned 
to the ground. The Turners did not rebuild, with J.L. at 70 years of age to old to 
rebuild and John W. entered into the insurance business.  

Fast forward to February of 1984.  During a Saturday evening blizzard on February 
19th Norm’s Food Market, owned by Norm Kibble, saw a fire that gutted the interior 
of the building.  Fire departments from Avon and Tyndall, arriving behind county 
snow plows, assisted the Springfield Fire Department in extinguishing the blaze and 
saving the building.  This fire could not have come at a worse time for the town, with 
final actions underway in Pierre to determine the fate of the University of South 
Dakota at Springfield. Kibble opted to sell to Tom Jones, a Viborg grocer.  Jones 
rebuilt the store and opened in September of 1984 under the Jones.  Today Doug 
Van Emmerick has been the owner/operator for over 20 years, keeping alive a 
community staple that has seen a business since before South Dakota was state.
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Before and after photos of 
Turners’ Store at the corner of 8th 
and Main (now College) streets



Main Street/Grocery Store
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Grocery Store and the Uncertainty 
of USD/S – Spring 1984
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Main Street Through the Years

Springfield Main Street - 
2008

Springfield Main Street – 
mid 1980’5
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Springfield 
Historical and 

College 
Museums/Jack 

Martin Field 
Ticket Booth

In the history of college sports in 
Springfield John (Jack) Martin is legendary.  
Born and raised in Springfield, he started 
his coaching career at Tyndall High School 

in 1941.  Joining the US Army in in 1942, he 
served for four years in the Pacific as an 

infantry officer, being awarded the Silver 
Start and two Bronze Stars for Valor.  

In 1946 he began one of the most 
successful coaching terms in South Dakota 

history.  Coaching the Southern State 
College football team to a record of 102 

wins - 64 losses – 5 ties in his twenty years 
as coach.  In 1976 the football field was 

renamed “Jack Martin Field” in his honor.  
In 1977, at the age of 60, Martin passed 
away after a two year fight with cancer.  

This is the ticket booth that was located at 
the southeast corner of the football field.  
Today it greets visitors to the Springfield 

and College Museums and serves as a 
depository for aluminum can donations 
that are used to support the operating 

costs of the Springfield Museum.

(Above) Jack Martin Field – Home of 
the USD/S Pointers

(Left)The 1954 conference champion 
Southern State College football 
team

John (Jack) Martin
Inducted into the 

South Dakota Hall of 
Fame in 1978
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Informational sources

• Books
• 100 Years of Progress in Springfield.  1870-1970.  Printed by 

the Springfield Times for the 1970 Centennial celebration.
• Bon Homme County History. Written by the Bon Homme 

County Historical Society with assistance from the Herbert 
T. Hoover Department of History, University of South 
Dakota, Vermillion, SD

• Newpapers
• Springfield Times – various issues
• Yankton Press and Dakotan – various issues

• Websites
• https://sdexcellence.org/John_Martin_1978
• https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-daily-

republic/128823060/
• https://www.springfieldsdveterans.com/john-jack-

martin.html
• http://bobgill.com/pointer/default.htm
• https://www.sdshof.com/inductees/floyd-mitchell/
• https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2016/article/the-life-of-

american-workers-in-1915.htm
• https://www.sdshof.com/inductees/mike-durfee/
• https://listen.sdpb.org/arts-life/2021-11-29/the-long-gone-

university-of-south-dakota-springfield
• http://scenicdakotas.com/southdakota/springfield/
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